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HIERATIC /BOOK I ABOUT THIS EDITION

A book to read as a whole

This editorial edition reshapes the original 103-page compilation into a continuous
reading journey. All sixteen chapter themes, numbered 000-015, remain. Repeated
introductions, serial-post sign-offs, extended captions and overlapping reflections have
been consolidated; the prose and transitions have been rewritten.

It is a condensed edition, not a verbatim reprint or a claim to preserve every passage.
Selected illustrations from the original publication accompany the chapters. The full
compilation, including its wider artwork collection and original wording, remains
available in the archive.

The four movements follow a single question: how can understanding become
responsible participation in the world? Character prepares us to meet others;
relationship widens our concern; awareness asks how we know; service gives our
understanding a practical consequence.

HIERATIC is offered here as contemplative and comparative writing. Cultural teachings
retain their particular contexts. Scientific language, reported experience and
metaphysical interpretation are kept distinct. This editorial revision is not a systematic
research review or an independent validation of the original sources.

The revision was Al-assisted. No independent scholarly or community review is claimed.
Source links and the original chapter trail appear at the end so readers can examine the
lineage of the text. Illustrations are symbolic artwork from the first compilation, not
documentary evidence or authoritative representations of a tradition.

Read the original 103-page compilation

Public reading shelf - AkashicNET / TSC2026
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HIERATIC / BOOK I CHAPTER 000

| - THE FORMATION OF CHARACTER

The Perennial Principles

Wisdom begins with a question about how to live. Knowledge can tell us what is
happening; judgement asks what deserves our attention and what our response will mean
for others. HIERATIC brings those questions into conversation with ethical,
contemplative and ecological traditions. Its starting point is an invitation to practise,
rather than a claim to possess a final account of reality.

Twelve themes guide the journey: unity, cause and consequence, compassion, truth,
humility, stewardship, reciprocity, presence, transformation, service, wisdom and
mystery. They are this book’s editorial commitments. Their recurrence in selected
traditions does not make them universal laws or erase differences between the
communities that give them meaning. A word such as unity may name a spiritual
conviction, a social aspiration or an ecological relationship; the context matters.

Taken together, these commitments ask us to hold conviction and correction in the same
life. Compassion needs attention to consequences. Truthfulness needs the courage to
revise a cherished explanation. Presence becomes useful when it makes another person
more visible, and mystery remains fruitful when it encourages inquiry. None of these
qualities is secured by accepting a slogan.

The chapters that follow move from character into relationship, then through the
landscapes of awareness to the responsibilities of service. Their practical thread is
simple: notice what is happening, examine the story you tell about it, and choose a
response you can answer for. We begin with teachings whose particular cultural home
must remain visible.
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HIERATIC / BOOK I CHAPTER 001

| - THE FORMATION OF CHARACTER

The Seven Grandfather
Teachings

THE SEVEN

The Seven Grandfather Teachings invite reflection on love, respect, courage, honesty,
wisdom, humility and truth. Associated with Anishinaabe traditions, they enter this book
as a situated teaching, not as a generic summary of Indigenous thought. Their stories,
language and interpretation belong to living communities; a short comparative chapter
cannot speak for those communities or replace learning from their own teachers.

For the reader, the seven qualities can illuminate one another. Honesty without respect
may become a performance of bluntness. Courage without humility may overlook what it
does not understand. Love becomes more demanding when it includes listening, and
wisdom becomes more credible when it changes conduct. The point is not to collect
virtues as personal achievements, but to consider how they shape a relationship.

Imagine a disagreement in which you are certain you are right. Honesty asks you to state
your view faithfully. Respect asks you to hear the other person’s account. Courage may
require naming harm, while humility asks whether your own interpretation is incomplete.
These demands can coexist even when agreement is impossible. Ethical maturity includes
learning to remain accountable within that tension.

The first compilation approached this material through secondary educational notes. This
edition preserves the theme while making that source limitation explicit. It does not
assign a single authoritative animal symbolism or ceremonial meaning to the teachings.
What it carries forward is a question about practice: which quality would change your
next action? That question leads naturally to the consequences of repeated choices.
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HIERATIC / BOOK I CHAPTER 002

| - THE FORMATION OF CHARACTER

The Living Tree of Karma

An action rarely ends at the moment it is performed. It may influence a relationship,
reinforce a habit or change what becomes possible next. The living tree offers an image
for this accumulation: intentions resemble seeds, repeated choices become branches, and
the conditions around the tree shape its growth. The image is useful because it joins
agency with dependence on circumstances.

Karma has distinct meanings across religious and philosophical traditions. It cannot be
reduced without loss to a modern account of habit, nor can everyday cause and effect
verify every metaphysical claim made in its name. Here the tree is a reflective analogy. It
helps us ask how conduct develops over time while leaving doctrinal questions with the
traditions that articulate them.

Responsibility must also be distinguished from blame. Illness, violence, poverty and loss
cannot justly be treated as evidence that someone has thought wrongly or deserved
suffering. People act within unequal conditions and inherit consequences they did not
choose. A serious account of agency therefore asks both what a person can change and
what a community must repair.

The practical task is to notice a pattern early enough to respond differently. A habitual
interruption can become a pause; an avoided apology can become an honest
conversation. Such changes do not guarantee a desired outcome, but they alter our
participation in it. If our actions reach beyond ourselves, the next question is how to
judge their effect on another person.
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HIERATIC / BOOK I CHAPTER 003

| - THE FORMATION OF CHARACTER

The Golden Rule Across
Civilisation

four rol 1
low would I wish to be

THE WAY WE TREAT OTHER! S THE WORLD WE SHARE

Reciprocity begins when another person’s experience enters our deliberation. Versions of
the Golden Rule encourage us to consider how we would wish to be treated, or what
treatment we would not accept. Across different traditions, these formulations offer
points of comparison. They do not establish that every ethical system has the same
foundations or reaches the same conclusions.

Imagining ourselves in someone else’s place can interrupt indifference. Yet imagination
has limits: the other person may not want what we want. A gift, a joke, a form of advice
or an offer of help can be welcome to one person and intrusive to another. Reciprocity
becomes more attentive when it includes asking, listening and respecting an answer.

It also has to account for power. A person who depends on an employer, carer or
institution may find it difficult to refuse. Fairness cannot be measured only by whether
we would tolerate a situation ourselves. We must consider whose options are
constrained, whose needs are overlooked, and whether consent is meaningful. Good
intentions remain open to correction by their effects.

The Golden Rule is therefore a beginning for ethical attention rather than an automatic
solution. It directs us beyond private preference toward a relationship that has to be
understood. Once we take that relationship seriously, the boundary of concern widens:
our lives depend on many people and living systems we may never encounter directly.
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HIERATIC / BOOK I CHAPTER 004

Il - LIFE IN RELATIONSHIP

Interbeing: Many Forms, One
World

-
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A meal contains more relationships than we can see at the table. Soil, water, sunlight,
labour, transport and knowledge have all helped bring it into reach. To notice these
dependencies is to loosen the picture of the self as wholly self-sufficient. Interbeing offers
a contemplative language for attending to life through relationship.

The language can operate at several levels. Ecology studies interactions among
organisms and their environments. Social inquiry examines dependence through
institutions and work. Contemplative reflection asks how our experience changes when
we stop imagining ourselves as isolated. These approaches may enrich one another, but
an ecological connection does not by itself demonstrate a universal mind or a single
spiritual substance.

Relationship also includes conflict. The fact that lives are connected does not make every
arrangement fair, every dependency healthy or every interest compatible. Some
connections need strengthening; others need boundaries or repair. An appeal to oneness
should never require a person to surrender their dignity or overlook an injury. Difference
remains part of the world we share.

For practice, follow one ordinary dependency far enough to meet a responsibility. Ask
who maintains a service you rely on, what a purchase requires, or where an overlooked
burden falls. Gratitude can then become a change in behaviour. Because these
relationships are living and contingent, understanding them also means learning to meet
change.
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HIERATIC / BOOK I CHAPTER 005

Il - LIFE IN RELATIONSHIP

Impermanence and Change
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Relationships, bodies and institutions persist through change rather than outside it. A
familiar place is renewed by weather and work; an identity develops through encounters,
commitments and losses. Impermanence directs our attention to this movement. It can
unsettle the wish for permanence while making room for learning and repair.

Acceptance of change does not require approval of everything that happens. A
preventable loss remains worth preventing, and grief need not be converted into a lesson
before it is allowed to exist. Claims that every hardship is a gift can silence the person
living through it. The more careful question is what care, protection or adaptation the
present circumstances require.

Change also creates a tension between commitment and flexibility. A promise matters
partly because we continue to honour it when circumstances shift. Yet fidelity to a
purpose may require changing the means. Wisdom involves distinguishing what should
be preserved from what has become harmful or ineffective, and recognising that this
judgement may need revisiting.

A small practice is to examine one response that has outlived its usefulness. What once
protected you may now restrict you; what once worked for a group may no longer serve
its members. Updating a response does not erase its history. It acknowledges that we can
learn. Such learning depends on humility: the willingness to discover that our present
understanding is incomplete.
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HIERATIC / BOOK I CHAPTER 006

Il - LIFE IN RELATIONSHIP

Humility, Ego and Wisdom

HIE]

HUMILITY, EGO & WISDOM

Humility is a way of relating to the limits of knowledge. It allows us to say what we
understand without pretending that our view is complete. This is compatible with
confidence, expertise and a clear boundary. The aim is neither self-erasure nor
permanent hesitation, but a proportion between the strength of a claim and the reasons
supporting it.

The wish to be right can become entangled with the wish to remain a particular kind of
person. A correction then feels like a threat to identity, and a disagreement becomes
harder to hear. Noticing that reaction creates a little room between the claim and the self
defending it. We can ask what would change our mind, and whether we have treated
contrary evidence fairly.

Humility also changes how we speak with others. It encourages questions that seek
understanding rather than an opportunity to win. It asks us to distinguish an observed
event from the intention we attribute to someone. When harm has occurred, it supports a
specific acknowledgement and a practical repair instead of a performance of shame.

No individual perspective contains all the knowledge required for a shared world. We
depend on other people’s experience and on methods that help us correct one another.
The same recognition can enlarge our relationship with nature: human interests are
powerful, but our understanding and control of living systems remain partial.
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HIERATIC / BOOK I CHAPTER 007

Il - LIFE IN RELATIONSHIP

A Sacred Relationship with
Nature

The living world is both the setting of human life and a condition of its possibility. Air,
water, soil and other organisms are involved in the ordinary acts of breathing, eating and
dwelling. Attending to those relationships can change how a landscape appears: a place
becomes more than scenery or a store of materials.

Sacred is used here as a language of regard. For some readers it expresses a religious
relationship; for others it names a depth of care that resists reducing everything to
usefulness. These meanings need not be made identical. Nor should particular
Indigenous, religious or local traditions be absorbed into a single timeless nature
spirituality. Their histories, obligations and differences deserve attention.

Reverence does not make nature uniformly gentle, and ecological knowledge does not
turn every natural process into a moral instruction. Human communities still face
difficult choices about food, energy, land and protection. A responsible response joins
appreciation with evidence about a particular place, including the experience of those
who live there and bear the consequences of decisions.

Begin nearby: learn the name of a local habitat, notice how it is maintained, and ask what
threatens or sustains it. Knowledge can give care a more precise object. This movement
from vague admiration to attentive relationship also points inward. How we perceive the
world matters, so the inquiry now turns toward awareness itself.
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HIERATIC / BOOK I CHAPTER 008

Il - THE LANDSCAPES OF AWARENESS

States of Consciousness
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Experience changes with attention, sleep, emotion, activity and context. A distracted
conversation, absorbed creative work and quiet contemplation can feel markedly
different. Exploring those differences begins with careful description: what was noticed,
how long it lasted, what preceded it and what changed afterwards? Description gives
inquiry a firmer starting point than an immediate explanation.

Several questions should remain distinct. A person can report an experience; a
researcher can investigate its physiological correlates; a philosopher can ask what it
implies about mind. A spiritual tradition may supply a further interpretation. These
inquiries meet, but none automatically settles all the others. A powerful feeling of unity,
for example, does not alone establish a theory of the universe.

Brainwave labels are not spiritual ranks. A measurement requires a defined method and
context, and the language of energy or frequency needs clarification when it moves
between physics and metaphor. Calling an experience elevated can express personal
value, but it does not supply a calibrated measure of wisdom, truth or ethical maturity.

The question that returns the exploration to life is what follows from it. Does an
experience encourage patience, clearer judgement or more responsible relationships?
That question concerns integration, not proof of a metaphysical interpretation. Dreams
offer a particularly vivid setting for this distinction: they can be deeply meaningful while
leaving their apparent messages open to examination.
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HIERATIC / BOOK I CHAPTER 009

Il - THE LANDSCAPES OF AWARENESS

Dreams, Symbols and the
Unconscious
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A dream can leave an emotional trace long after its details have faded. A doorway, an
animal or a familiar voice may seem to carry more meaning than its waking counterpart.
The first task is to attend to the experience without deciding too quickly what it must
mean. Recording it in ordinary language helps preserve the difference between what was
remembered and what was later inferred.

Neuroscience, psychology, cultural history and contemplative traditions ask different
questions about dreaming. Some examine mechanisms and conditions; others explore
symbolism or the place of dreams in a life. Their accounts may overlap or disagree. A
dream need not have one universal function, and a symbol need not carry the same
meaning for different people.

Interpretation becomes more careful when it begins with personal and cultural
associations rather than a fixed dictionary. What does this image recall? What concern
does it bring into view? These are questions for reflection. A claim that a dream predicted
an event requires a different procedure: a dated record made before the outcome,
specific criteria and attention to unsuccessful predictions as well as apparent matches.

A meaningful coincidence can likewise become a prompt for inquiry without becoming
proof of an external message. Wonder and discernment can share the same practice.
Whatever the dream’s interpretation, morning returns us to relationships that need care.
The value we find within experience can then be expressed through the world we help
maintain.
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HIERATIC /BOOK I CHAPTER 010

IV - WISDOM IN PRACTICE

Sacred Stewardship

HIERATIC©10 — SACRED STEWARDSHIP -
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Stewardship begins with the recognition that we receive a world we did not make alone.
Knowledge, infrastructure, institutions and ecosystems carry the work of many lives. We
participate in their future through use, maintenance, neglect and repair. Belonging
becomes an ethical question when we ask what our participation leaves available to
others.

This book understands stewardship through five connected responsibilities: care for
nature, one another, knowledge, society and self. Each gives the others conditions in
which to flourish. Reliable knowledge helps identify an environmental harm; fair
institutions help distribute the work of addressing it; care for people sustains their
capacity to contribute. The responsibilities may compete, so good judgement must
consider trade-offs rather than assume that every benefit aligns.

The language of sacred stewardship expresses a commitment to regard, not a substitute
for practical assessment. A project should still ask who benefits, who pays, what evidence
supports the proposed action and how its effects will be reviewed. A story of planetary
belonging becomes more credible when it can accommodate an inconvenient result and
change course.

Choose a responsibility at a scale where you can act and learn. It may involve protecting
a local place, improving the reliability of shared information or maintaining something
others depend on. Small actions do not automatically solve systemic problems, but they
can connect with collective efforts. Stewardship takes its most immediate human form in
service.
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HIERATIC /BOOK I CHAPTER 011

IV - WISDOM IN PRACTICE

Service Before Self

Service asks what would help, and then remains interested in the answer. It may involve

skilled work, everyday care, listening or making a resource available. Its value lies in the
relationship between an action and a need, rather than in how generous the action makes
the giver appear. The person receiving help retains a voice in defining that need.

The phrase before self invites a loosening of self-importance. It should not require
exhaustion, obedience to exploitation or the disappearance of personal boundaries. Care
becomes more sustainable when people can rest, refuse an inappropriate demand and
share responsibility. A community that depends on the silent depletion of its carers has
work to do.

Discernment is part of generosity. Observe what is happening, question your first
interpretation, verify what can be checked, reflect on the likely effects and respond
proportionately. This sequence makes room for correction. Advice may be less useful
than practical assistance; an unsolicited intervention may be less respectful than asking
permission; the best contribution may be to support someone already doing the work.

Service gives understanding a public consequence. It also brings us into contact with
people whose reasons for caring differ from our own. Shared action does not require
shared metaphysics. Learning to cooperate across those differences prepares the next
step: an appreciation of many paths that does not flatten them into one.
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HIERATIC /BOOK I CHAPTER 012

IV - WISDOM IN PRACTICE

Many Paths, One Journey
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People seek understanding through religious practice, philosophical inquiry, scientific
work, art and ordinary relationships. The image of many paths expresses hospitality
toward that variety. It becomes misleading, however, if it assumes that every path has
the same destination or that all disagreements disappear at a deeper level. Some
differences concern fundamental commitments about self, divinity, liberation and the
good life.

Pluralism asks for the patience to learn those differences. A tradition is more than a
selection of attractive quotations, and a practitioner is more than a representative of a
category. Context includes language, history, institutions and internal debate. Listening
well may reveal an unexpected agreement; it may also clarify a disagreement that should
remain visible.

Dialogue benefits from separating three questions: what does this community teach, how
do its members live, and what can we responsibly learn from the encounter? Neither an
ideal teaching nor an individual failure stands for the whole. Borrowing a practice also
creates responsibilities of attribution and care, particularly where sacred or restricted
knowledge is involved.

The journey held in common here is the work of living with one another. We can
cooperate on a need without declaring our convictions interchangeable. That allows the
next chapter to encounter a specific ideal on its own terms: the bodhisattva aspiration,
understood within its Mahayana Buddhist setting before it becomes a wider invitation to
reflect on compassion.
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HIERATIC /BOOK I CHAPTER 013

IV - WISDOM IN PRACTICE

The Bodhisattva Ideal
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Within Mahayana Buddhist traditions, the bodhisattva ideal connects the aspiration to
awakening with concern for the liberation of beings. It belongs to a rich doctrinal and
practical setting, and should not be treated as a complete account of all Buddhism. This
chapter approaches it as a source for reflection while leaving space for the traditions’
own explanations.

The ethical challenge is to consider whether inner development enlarges our capacity to
respond to suffering. Insight that becomes only a private distinction can reinforce the
self-importance it claims to overcome. Compassion asks how attention, patience and
understanding become available to others, including people whose needs are
inconvenient or whose views we do not share.

Compassion is not the same as agreeing, rescuing or removing every boundary. Effective
care may require saying no, confronting a harmful arrangement or admitting that one
person cannot provide what is needed. An aspiration can be vast while a particular action
remains modest. The scale of concern does not remove the need for skill, consent and
realistic limits.

For a reader outside the tradition, the reflective question is how learning and service can
remain connected without claiming an identity or attainment. Within the book’s wider
argument, this brings us back to the roles we inhabit. A helper, teacher or seeker can
serve a purpose, but each role can also become a story we cling to. The theatre metaphor
offers a way to examine that attachment.
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HIERATIC /BOOK I CHAPTER 014

IV - WISDOM IN PRACTICE

The Cosmic Theatre
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Life is partly organised through roles: child, friend, worker, parent, stranger, teacher. A
role can give shape to responsibility and make cooperation possible. It can also narrow
what we notice when we confuse its expectations with the whole of who we are. The
theatre offers a metaphor for exploring that tension between participation and
perspective.

As an actor, we inhabit a situation and feel its demands. As a director, we consider
choices about how to proceed. As a witness, we notice the scene and our responses to it.
These are reflective positions, not separate entities established by neuroscience. Moving
among them can help us ask whether a familiar script still serves the people involved.

The metaphor has limits. Other people are not supporting characters in our private
development, and suffering is not made unreal by describing life as a play. Social roles
carry material consequences. A wider perspective should make those consequences
easier to see, rather than offer an escape from them. The capacity to step back matters
because it can improve how we step in again.

Calling the theatre cosmic lends the image a sense of wonder; it does not demonstrate a
cosmic author or prove that consciousness creates the universe. What remains available
is a practical freedom: to notice an inherited script, revise an unhelpful response and
participate with greater care. The book closes by asking how such freedom can coexist
with a sense of shared belonging.
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HIERATIC /BOOK I CHAPTER 015

IV - WISDOM IN PRACTICE

Unity of Wisdom

The journey began with character and widened through relationship, awareness and
service. Its unity lies in the conversation among these concerns. How we attend
influences what we notice; what we believe influences how we act; our actions then
become part of the conditions others inherit. The connections are an invitation to
responsibility, not a claim that every domain of knowledge reduces to one explanation.

Science, philosophy and spiritual traditions bring different methods and commitments to
this conversation. A meaningful symbol cannot stand in for a measurement, and a
measurement does not exhaust the meaning of a life. Comparative reflection becomes
stronger when it can name both a resonance and a disagreement. No tradition needs to
disappear into a universal synthesis to be worth encountering.

Images of balance, seasons and the equinox can support contemplation, provided they
are presented as editorial metaphors rather than a single ceremony shared by all
cultures. Likewise, the language of awakening should remain open to the evidence of
conduct. Patience, honesty, repair and sustained care give a reader more to assess than a
declaration of transcendence.

There is no final exercise that completes wisdom. There are particular situations in which
we can notice more clearly, judge more carefully and act with greater regard. Return to
one relationship or responsibility that has become visible while reading. Learn what you
can, make a proportionate contribution and remain willing to revise it. The book ends
there, where understanding begins to take a place in the world.
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HIERATIC /BOOK I SOURCES & LINEAGE

A visible source trail

The original chapter posts below are the publication lineage for this rewrite. They are
retained as provenance, rather than treated as independent evidence for every claim.
Links were recovered from the original PDF; their live content was not independently
re-audited for this edition.

HIERATICOO0O - The Perennial Principles

Original chapter - r/NeuronsToNirvana

HIERATICOO01 - The Seven Grandfather Teachings

Original chapter - r/NeuronsToNirvana

HIERATICO002 - The Living Tree of Karma

Original chapter - r/NeuronsToNirvana

HIERATICO003 - The Golden Rule Across Civilisation

Original chapter - r/NeuronsToNirvana

HIERATICO004 - Interbeing: Many Forms, One World

Original chapter - r/NeuronsToNirvana

HIERATICO0O05 - Impermanence and Change

Original chapter - r/NeuronsToNirvana

HIERATIC006 - Humility, Ego and Wisdom

Original chapter - r/NeuronsToNirvana

HIERATICO07 - A Sacred Relationship with Nature

Original chapter - r/NeuronsToNirvana

Cultural source note

Chapter 001’s original supporting link was a CliffsNotes study-note page (24961922). That is a secondary
educational source, not an authoritative community account. Readers seeking the teachings in depth should turn
to Anishinaabe community sources and recognised teachers. The chapter is deliberately limited to a brief,
attributed reflection.
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HIERATIC /BOOK I SOURCES & LINEAGE

Continue the inquiry

HIERATICO008 - States of Consciousness

Original chapter - r/NeuronsToNirvana

HIERATICO009 - Dreams, Symbols and the Unconscious

Original chapter - r/NeuronsToNirvana

HIERATICO010 - Sacred Stewardship

Original chapter - r/NeuronsToNirvana

HIERATICO11 - Service Before Self

Original chapter - r/NeuronsToNirvana

HIERATICO012 - Many Paths, One Journey

Original chapter - r/NeuronsToNirvana

HIERATICO013 : The Bodhisattva Ideal

Original chapter - r/NeuronsToNirvana

HIERATICO014 - The Cosmic Theatre

Original chapter - r/NeuronsToNirvana

HIERATICO15 - Unity of Wisdom

Original chapter - r/NeuronsToNirvana

What this edition adds

The argument, connective prose and consolidation are editorial synthesis. The book makes no new empirical
finding and does not authenticate paranormal claims. Brainwaves are not measures of spiritual attainment;
ecological interdependence does not establish a universal mind; personal meaning does not by itself verify a
prediction.

Artwork provenance

Sixteen original chapter illustrations are reproduced unmodified from pages 7, 8, 11, 15, 21, 25, 31, 35, 41, 46,
51, 57, 67, 76, 86 and 95 of the first compilation. The cover repeats the charter illustration. Wording embedded in
artwork belongs to that earlier visual edition; the surrounding prose supplies this edition’s distinctions.
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